This special issue on zeolites reaffirms the scope of Clays and Clay Minerals to present the latest advances in research concerning clays and other fine-grained minerals. The papers selected for the issue illustrate the diverse types of research being conducted on zeolite minerals and are representative of the theoretical, experimental, and fieldlaboratory approaches being taken. Intentionally excluded were articles concerning zeoiites in igneous rocks and reports on potential applications of natural or synthetic zeolites. Like many fine-grained phyllosilicate minerals, zeolites have attractive cation-exchange, adsorption, hydration, and catalytic properties that make them ideal for use in numerous industrial and agricultural processes. The commercialization of natural zeolites, however, is still in its infancy.
